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WHY IS THERE A CAMPAIGN
CONTRIBUTION LIMIT? 

The Love land C ity  Charter  notes that

the c i t izens of  Love land found that :  

( 1 )  large campaign contr ibut ions to

po l i t ica l  cand idates a l low wea lthy

contr ibutors  and spec ia l  interest  groups

to exerc ise  a  d isproport ionate leve l  of

inf luence over  the po l i t ica l  process ;  and 

(2)  large campaign contr ibut ions create

the potent ia l  for  and appearance of

corrupt ion .  The c i t izens of  Love land

found that  the r is ing cost  of

campaign ing prevents  qua l i f ied c i t izens

from runn ing for  po l i t ica l  off ice ,  and

that  the interests  of  the pub l ic  are  best

served by fu l l  and t imely  d isc losure of

campaign contr ibut ions ,  strong

enforcement of  campaign laws ,  and

l imit ing campaign contr ibut ions .

WHAT IS THE CAMPAIGN
CONTRIBUTION LIMIT? 

ARE CORPORATIONS AND LLCS
SUBJECT TO THE CAMPAIGN
CONTRIBUTION LIMIT? 

IS VOLUNTEERING FOR A
CAMPAIGN CONSIDERED A
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION? 

WHAT IS AN IN-KIND
CONTRIBUTION? 

$130.  

A non-monetary  contr ibut ion -  a  g i ft ,

a  loan ,  or  any non-monetary

contr ibut ion ,  e .g .  a  donated product

or  serv ice .  

No.  

Yes-  they are  sub ject  to  the $130 l imit .  

WHAT IS A POLITICAL
COMMITTEE? 
Two or  more persons ( inc lud ing

corporat ions and companies)  who come

together  or  cooperate to  work for  or

aga inst  a  cand idate runn ing for  off ice .  

WHAT IS AN INDEPENDENT
EXPENDITURE?

An ent i ty  or  person act ing a lone .  I t /they

cannot  be contro l led by or  coord inat ing

with any cand idate or  cand idate 's  agent .

Coord inat ion changes the contr ibut ion

and expenditure sub ject  to  the campaign

l imit .  

DOES THE CONTRIBUTION LIMIT
APPLY TO CANDIDATE, POLITICAL
AND ISSUE COMMITTEES? 
Yes .  

CAN I HIRE SOMEONE TO HELP
WITH MY INDEPENDENT
EXPENDITURE GREATER THAN
THE $130 LIMIT? 

You can h i re  a  person or  ent i ty  to  implement

your  independent  expenditure so long as  that

person or  ent i ty  does not  donate money or  in-

k ind serv ices  in  cooperat ion with  your

independent  expenditure .  Note that  a

contractor  hand l ing mult ip le  independent

expenditures  for  the same committee may be

found in  v io lat ion of  the Charter  for  ind i rect

cooperat ive  efforts .  Any cooperat ion wi l l

change the status  to  a  po l i t ica l  committee

sub ject  to  the campaign contr ibut ion l imits .  

 IF I MAKE AN INDEPENDENT
EXPENDITURE WHAT IS THE
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMIT?

There is  no l imit  on a  campaign contr ibut ion

i f  i t  i s  made as  a  true independent

expenditure and reported to  the C ity

C lerk 's  off ice  with in  three days of  the

expenditure .  



A c iv i l  pena lty  may be assessed of  at

least  doub le  and up to  f ive  t imes the

amount contr ibuted ,  rece ived or

spent .  There may a lso  be a  c iv i l

pena lty  of  $25.00 per  day for  each

day that  a  requ ired statement or

other  informat ion has  not  been f i led .

Further ,  the hear ing off icer  may

order :  ( 1 )  d isc losure of  the source

and amount of  any und isc losed

contr ibut ions or  expenditures ;  (2)  the

return to  the donor  of  any

contr ibut ions made which was the

sub ject  of  the v io lat ion ;  (3)  any other

re l ief  deemed appropr iate .

WHAT ARE THE
CONSEQUENCES OF A
FINDING THAT A CAMPAIGN
FINANCE VIOLATION
OCCURRED? 

The C ity  C lerk  wi l l  rev iew the

compla int  and determine whether  the

compla int :  ( 1 )  was t imely  f i led ;  (2)

conta ins  suff ic ient  facts  to  support

the a l leged v io lat ion(s) ;  (3)  does not

spec if ica l ly  ident i fy  a  v io lat ion .  The

City  C lerk  wi l l  i ssue a  not ice  to  cure

and work with  the campaign or

ind iv idua l  to  cure the v io lat ion .  The

City  C lerk  may refer  the matter  to  an

independent  hear ing off icer  i f :  ( 1 )  the

v io lat ion is  not  curab le ;  (2)  add it iona l

invest igat ion is  needed;  or  (3)  the C ity

C lerk  determines the respondent  d id

not  substant ia l ly  comply  or  act  in  good

fa ith .  A  compla int  must  be f i led  no

later  than 60 days after  the e lect ion .  

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER A
CAMPAIGN FINANCE
COMPLAINT IS FILED? 

Compla int  forms can be found and

sent  to  the Love land C ity  C lerk  at

lovgov .org/c i ty-government/c i ty-

c lerk

HOW DO I FILE A CAMPAIGN
FINANCE COMPLAINT IF
SOMEONE IS NOT FOLLOWING
THE RULES? 

Anyone may f i le  a  compla int .  

WHO CAN FILE A COMPLAINT
ALLEGING A VIOLATION OF
CAMPAIGN FINANCE (PER
CITY CHARTER ARTICLE 17)? 


