




From the General Manager

Platte River Power Authority is honored to provide safe, reliable, environmentally 

responsible and competitively priced energy and services to Estes Park, Fort Collins, 

Longmont and Loveland, Colorado. Over the past 40 years, this role has given us unique 

opportunities to fulfill our vision—As a respected leader and responsible energy partner, 

improve the quality of life in our owner communities. 

Quality of life is strongly linked to the health of the environment. Opportunities to 

participate in outdoor activities abound and make our part of the world the preferred 

place to live for many people, including our own employees. Platte River’s policies and 

practices therefore reflect an unwavering dedication to environmental stewardship. For 

example, we proactively invest in state-of-the-art air quality control systems and other 

improvements to our power operations when costs are commensurate with measurable 

environmental benefits. We also actively support conservation by helping customers pay 

for energy efficient improvements at their facilities and by following sustainable business 

practices such as recycling and ride sharing. 

Future environmental benefits are likely to result from diversification of our generation 

resources. Platte River’s Board of Directors and Management have begun evaluating 

the possibility of diversifying our portfolio while remaining the lowest cost wholesale 

electricity provider located in Colorado. This planning process began with public 

listening sessions to collect input from the citizens of the four owner communities. We 

will continue to seek public input as we evaluate options.

In addition to being a good steward of the environment, Platte River enhances quality 

of life by encouraging and facilitating community service on the part of employees and 

by providing limited financial support to local non-profit organizations. Each year, we 

help feed the hungry, educate young people on a variety of important life skills and 

provide other basic necessities to people in need. We appreciate the generosity of our 

employees and their willingness to contribute time, effort and money to benefit others. 

I hope you will take time to read through this edition of Platte River’s Community & 

Environment Report. In it, you will find specific examples of what we have been doing to 

make positive contributions to the quality of life in our communities.

Jackie A. Sargent
General Manager
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The following principles are used to guide Platte River’s decision-making and operations: 

•  Consider environmental factors in planning, design, construction, and    		         		

     operating decisions, 

•  Ensure compliance with applicable laws, rules, regulations, and permits, 

•  Conserve natural resources, 

•  Reduce environmental risks, 

•  Encourage pollution prevention,

•  Communicate environmental values, 

•  Encourage public participation, 

•  Support cost-effective programs to conserve energy, 

•  Coordinate generation and transmission planning with neighboring utilities, 	    

•  Consider environmentally progressive technologies to meet future 			       		

     generation needs.
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Turbine and Antelope at the Silver Sage Windpower Project 9



Non-Carbon Emitting
23.0%

Purchased
3.9%

Gas
.8%

Coal
72.3%

Platte River Power Authority 

supplies safe, reliable, 

environmentally responsible, 

and competitively priced 

energy and services to 

its owner municipalities. 

Nearly one-fourth of the 

municipalities’ electrical 

energy requirements are 

met from non-carbon 

emitting resources 

(hydropower and wind). 

Platte River’s other generation 

resources are fueled by coal 

and natural gas.

2012 Resource Mix - Energy Sold to Municipalities

Platte River 
Power Authority

Tri-State G&T Xcel Arkansas River 
Power Authority

2012 Average Wholesale Rates to Municipalities/Members ($/MWh)

Coal
72.5%

Hydro
19.4%

Wind
3.5%

Non-Carbon Emitting
22.9%

Purchased
3.8%

Gas
0.8%
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Fly Ash is Recycled

Fly ash is a powdery material and the main 

byproduct of the coal combustion process at the 

Rawhide Energy Station. To avoid disposal costs and 

save natural resources, Platte River sells Rawhide fly 

ash to makers of architectural block. Block makers 

reduce their costs by substituting Rawhide fly ash 

for cement. Lower demand for cement reduces the 

amount of CO
2
 released into the atmosphere 

(approximately one ton of CO
2
 is emitted during 

the production of one ton of cement). Fly ash is 

also sold for use in disposal of liquid drilling and 

industrial wastes.

Rawhide fly ash is used to make block for walls and other architectural features. 
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http://www.prpa.org/environment/


http://www.nocoenergystarhomes.org/
http://www.nocoenergystarhomes.org/
http://www.energyselectcontractors.com/
http://www.energyselectcontractors.com/




Community Service and Involvement Continues

Platte River believes it has a responsibility to participate in efforts that enhance the well-

being of citizens in its communities.

Volunteering

Platte River encourages and facilitates community 

service and volunteer involvement on the part of 

employees. Platte River employees come together 

as volunteers twice a year to complete projects for 

local non-profit organizations. On National Make a 

Difference Day, volunteers enhanced the landscape 

around the Garbage Garage, a reuse/recycling 

education center located at the Larimer County 

Landfill, by refurbishing a picket fence, planting 

shrubs and laying mulch. 

Volunteers from Platte River worked on five Saturdays 

to help establish a 15,000 square foot community 

garden on the grounds of Redeemer Lutheran Church 

in Fort Collins. Activities performed by the volunteers 

included building up planting areas with a blend of 

soil and compost, installing an irrigation system, 

constructing crushed stone paths and planting 

vegetables. Produce from the new garden goes to the 

Food Bank for Larimer County.

Employees regularly collect trash and debris as part 

of Adopt-a-Trail activities along the Power Trail, a 

segment of Fort Collins’ network of recreation trails. 

Platte River donated land for the Power Trail in 1997.

The Emergency Response Team (ERT) at the Rawhide 

Energy Station is made up of specially trained 

employees who volunteer to provide a first response 

to fires, hazardous material spills and medical 

emergencies at the power plant. Through mutual aid 

agreements with other fire departments and agencies, 

the ERT also provides emergency services to persons 

residing near Rawhide and passing through the area 

on I-25. Members of the ERT were among the first 

to respond when nine farm workers were struck by 

lightning on July 19, 2013.
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Bike to Work Day

Geometry in Construction build day

Boys & Girls Club

Community Involvement

•  Platte River encourages and facilitates 		

     community service and employee involvement          	

     in addition to providing financial support for 	

     local groups.

•  Each year, Platte River encourages its 	 	

      employees to support The United Way through      	

      payroll deduction as well as to participate in     	

      food drives, toy collections and other charitable 	

      activities.

•  Platte River and its employees participate 	

      each year in National Make a Difference 

     Day and National Volunteer Week projects to        	

      assist non-profit organizations in the 

     communities. 

•  Platte River makes limited financial 		

      contributions to non-profit organizations      	

      that serve the communities by assisting youth,    	

      nurturing the environment and promoting local 	

      businesses and economic vitality.
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Glossary

Activated Carbon: Carbon that has been processed to make it extremely porous so it has 

a very large surface area available for chemical reactions.

Brominated Powdered Activated Carbon: A powdered form of activated carbon that 

has been treated with the chemical element bromine to enhance the reactive properties of 

the material (see Activated Carbon).

Carbon Dioxide (CO
2
): A greenhouse gas that is a by-product of combustion (see 

Greenhouse Gas).

Gigawatt–hour (GWh): One billion watt-hours (see Watt-hour). 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG): A gaseous component of the atmosphere that traps some of the 

heat coming from the sun near the Earth’s surface. Greenhouse gases include water vapor, 

carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and chlorofluorocarbons.

Hydropower: Electricity generated using the energy of moving water.

Kilowatt (kW): One thousand watts (see Watt).

Kilowatt–hour (kWh): One thousand watt-hours (see Watt-hour).

Megawatt (MW): One million watts (see Watt).

Mercury: A chemical element that can be deposited into bodies of water by natural 

sources such as soil and rock erosion, volcanoes and forest fires, and by human activities 

such as mining, manufacturing and coal burning. Mercury contained in certain types of fish 

is a health concern for pregnant women and children. 

Metric Ton: One thousand kilograms (2,205 pounds).

Nitrogen Oxides (NO
x
): A byproduct of combustion. If not handled properly, No

x
 can 

combine with water, oxygen and other chemicals in the atmosphere to create haze and 

ozone. 

Sulfur Dioxide (SO
2
): A byproduct of combustion. If not handled properly, SO

2
 can 

combine with water, oxygen and other chemicals in the atmosphere to create acid rain.

Watt: A unit of electric power. 

Watt-hour: The amount of energy used in one hour by a device requiring one watt of 

electricity for operation (see Watt). 
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http://www.prpa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PlatteRiverPower

